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With this collection of short wildlife stories, the author takes a look back at sixty years of living in
Glasgow and travelling in the West Scottish Highlands and Islands.'Blending history, mythology
and socio-political commentary with true life encounters, he reflects upon where human society
has been, is now, and where we might be heading in the future.An honest, sensitive, informative
and occasionally humorous journey through landscape and time, which reveals the true nature
of the “Holy Grail” within the course of the narrative.What people are saying about Close
Encounters of the Natural Kind:'On reading Hugh McArthur’s collection of short stories, one is
reminded of Hemmingway. But unlike the Master’s first collection of published stories, Hugh’s
collection makes for more enjoyable reading.' Ed Budlong, Australia'I got very engrossed. It left
me wanting more, of the islands, of Arthur, of the faerie legends, of the wildlife.' Hazel Beal,
Scotland'Great stories Hugh. Hurry up and publish for the climate conference!' Christobel Fallon,
Scotland
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otherwise attributed.Highland SpringO’ laughing, babbling spring of mirthYou should have been
the river’s birthBut in plastic, men seek to captureYour eternal, life giving raptureIf only these
blinkered men could seeThe water of life must run free!For Christine, my companion in the
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104CloseEncountersoftheNaturalKindIntroductionI was born and bred in Glasgow, Scotland. I
grew up in the post-industrial era, as Glasgow’s ship yards and heavy industries declined. I
began work as a trainee Civil & Structural Engineering Technician in 1979, draughting on the
drawing board in pen and ink. I worked through the computer revolution, progressing onto 2D
software like Microstation and AutoCAD, eventually moving on to 3D modelling programs such
as Revit and E3D.

The Locked Door: A gripping psychological thriller with a jaw-dropping twist, The Man Burned by
Winter (Rooker Lindström Thriller Book 1), Things We Never Got Over, Once Upon a River: A
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Where the Crawdads Sing, The Stolen Baby: From bestselling author of historical fiction: A page-
turning, heart-wrenching WW2 saga based on a moving true story, Quicksilver, My Evil Mother:
A Short Story, Shattered Cradle (Makarova Bratva Book 2), Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of



Mental Disorders, Text Revision Dsm-5-tr, One Bossy Proposal: An Enemies to Lovers Romance



JC Carter, “a lovely and loving look a Scotland. Hugh loves his native country and spends his
time observing the wonderment of its natural resources and wildlife. Hugh tells us captivating
stories, starting in his childhood and takings us right up to today. I was positively thrilled by his
tale of the Orca, and his son’s encounter with the true Monarch of the Glen. But even the stories
of just watching a magpie in his back garden brought a smile to my face.”

Alex M, “Great read. I really enjoyed this book, it’s a great read and well written. Would
recommend!”

Cheryl Scialdone, “Short stories. Loved the short stories, great light hearted read! Some of the
Glasgow locations in the book took me back a few years!”

rick harding, “Fascinating read. As someone who grew up in Glasgow but been away for many
years it was an eye-opener to read about all the wildlife in the city itself, normally unseen, but
available for anyone who has the patience, takes time and knows where to look. The chapters on
the Inner Hebrides - Colonsay, Scarba, etc - brought back wonderful memories of family
holidays in the area. I learned many things for the first time such as that Tiree only becomes
visible in big storms when there are large sea-swells. Who knew? The locals!As Hugh says,
“Each glimpse of nature in balance and at peace..lifts my heart, feeds my spirit and fills me with
joy.” How true.Thanks, Hugh, for such an inspirational book reminding us of the wonder of Nature
and the importance of preserving it for future generations.”

The book by Hugh DP  McArthur has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 5 people have provided feedback.
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